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Owur partner company Simplify
Solar explains the difference
between #monocrystalline and
#polycrystalline panels.
fb.me/7MbZcsl4f

about 5 months ago

Do you know about ancillary
services? Take a read of Sim-
plify Solar's latest blog post!
#=olarstartup #houstonsolar
fb.me/2BymXt3zP

about 5 months ago

simplify Solar wrote an excel-
lent article on the deregulated
electricity markets of today.
#deregulated._..
fb.me/4sGVBHERE

about & months ago

Excellent news from market
research firm #IHS on the
growth of #solar. 5.5 GW In
2016. Unbelievable!
fb.me/3R720d1fD

about & months ago

Houston is catching up to
Austin as well. Just wait! But
read this article on Austin.
fb.me/ IFPvx0z1M

about & months ago
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Introduction

Energy consumption by category (Credit: US De-
partment of Energy).
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Making sure your home is as energy efficient as possible helps in en-
suring that your solar panels generate the maximum benefit for you.
The analogy is like pouring water into a bucket with a giant hole at
the bottom. You want to make sure your home doesn't have a giant
energy hole sucking away the benefits you're getting from solar. As
can be seen, the largest energy usage lies in heating and many of our
tips have to do with keeping the heat in.

Insulation

Insulation keeps your house warm in the winter, cool in the summer
and reduces heating and cooling costs by as much as 20 percent, ac-
cording to Green Energy Solutions, Inc., a company that specializes
in retrofitting buildings to make them more energy-efficient. You
can pick up a roll of insulation for about $15 at home improvement
stores.

LED Bulbs or Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs

Incandescent light bulbs are being phased out; the US wouldn't be
manufacturing any such light bulbs after this year. Fluorescent bulbs
last four to 10 times longer than regular light bulbs. Another option
is going with the more expensive but even longer-lasting LED bulb.
If you enjoy a directional light for reading, cooking, or working at
home, you might prefer the LED bulbs. For general home lighting,
such as illuminating a room, CFL might be best.

Update Appliances to Energy Star Products

Energy usage according to US Department of Energy (Credit: US De-
partment of Energy).

When shopping for appliances, realize that there are two price tags.
The first is the purchase price while the second is the cost of operat-
ing the appliance during its lifetime. Energy Star rated appliances in-
cluding refrigerators, dishwashers, washers, and dryers are much
more energy efficient than models which merely follow the mini-
mum federal standards for energy efficiency. For instance, Energy
Star refrigerators are 20% more efficient than non-qualified models.
Fridges with freezers on top use 10 - 25% less energy than side or
bottom-mounted units. Energy Star dishwashers are required to use
less than 5.8 gallons of water per cycle, while older models before
1994 can use as much as 10 gallons per cycle. Just with this upgrade,
you could save around $8 per year in energy costs.

A Programmable Thermostat

Programmable thermostats have become popular due to their en-
ergy- and money-saving benefits. When used properly, this device
can save users up to $150 per year, and it's generally more accurate
than a regular thermostat, according to Energy Star.

Weather Stripping

You might be surprised to find how much money you could save by
patching up your windows and doors. In homes that haven't been
weather stripped, air leaks account for 30 to 40 percent of heating
and cooling loss, according to Energy Star. Weather stripping mate-
rials cost less than $10 for 15 feet.
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Cellular or honeycomb shades help you reduce heat loss (up to 86%)

and heat gain (up to 80%) together. These shades start at about $25
a window.

Insulating Blanket For Water Heater

An electric water heater uses a significant amount of electricity
compared to every other appliance. In fact, for a family of 2, its costs
can run over $200 a year. A $20 investment to buy a blanket
wrapped around your water heater can cut down water-heating
costs by 9%, according to the US Department of Energy.

Follow SolarSyz on Twitter @SolarSyz for more up-to-date infor-

mation on solar energy and our suite of products for you. Inter-
ested in more of Shen's posts on solar energy? Follow the author
on Twitter @shenge86.
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