Solarsyz Blog

Energy Re-inspired

SolarSyz Home
SolarSyz Clients
Contact Solarsyz
About SolarSyz

Privacy Policy

SOLARSYZ TWITTER FEED

W Follow _
ol iy
larSyz

il

@SolarSyz
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#polycrystalline panels.
fb.me/7MbZcsl4f

about 5 months ago

Do you know about ancillary
services? Take a read of Sim-
plify Solar's latest blog post!
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Introduction

Disadvantages of Going Solar

Though we are a solar energy company and we're all about the ad-
vantages of solar, we wouldn’t want to discount the disadvantages
either. Let's go over some and see whether they're really disadvan-
tages.

High Cost

The cost of going solar is still described by many as a disadvantage.
We find this surprising. Aside from the 30% federal tax credit and lo-
cal incentives in many places, companies such as Simplify Solar have
lowered the cost further by slashing what's known as soft costs. Soft
costs are any costs that are not the product costs of solar panels.
We have written a good article explaining what soft costs are. 5im-
plify Solar is especially notable since compared to other platforms,
it's the only company which reduces the cost every step of the way
in the residential solar process through an online platform which
streamlines hardware, design, and installation.

Intermittency / Expensive Storage

Clearly, solar panels only produce energy during the day. At night,
you would have to use some other energy source, most likely the tra-
ditional utility grid, to cover your night time usage. This means
you're still dependent on generating electricity. To be able to use so-
lar energy at night, you must have a way to store the energy the pan-
els overproduce in the day. However, energy storage with batteries

Is very expensive right now. This is because the type of batteries
used for solar is not your typical battery. In fact, adding batteries to

an existing project can be as much as 50% cost of the original
project. Though expensive batteries may be true for now, low-cost
energy storage is on the horizon. Many companies are working on
this including startups such as Tesla and existing juggernauts such as
ABB and BYD. Industry trends show that batteries would be cost-af-
fordable within 5 years.

Land Usage

Energy Informative, a website for going solar for the homeowner,
states that power density (watt per square meter) is vital when look-
ing at the amount of power which can be derived from an area. The
average solar power density for solar is 170 watts per square meter
which is much less than that of oil, gas, or nuclear power. Of course,
if you live in the south, the desert, or both, your area would get a lot
more sun. Though this may be a concern for large scale solar farms,
this is not a concern for residential solar. Most homes have at least
enough roof space to put up some solar panels. If more panels are
needed, there's always the option of putting ground mounted sys-
tems in the backyard.

Pollution

Energy Informative points out nitrogen trifluoride (NF3) as a pollu-
tant when manufacturing solar cells. There needs to be a clarifica-
tion here. First, NF3 is also used in liquid-crystal displays (LCDs) and
those are in higher volume than solar cells without any benefits to
the environment from the actual products. Second, NF3 is only pro-
duced with silicon-based thin-film solar cells. Thin film solar cells has
not reached the efficiency and cost level required to be used for res-
idential rooftops.

Follow SolarSyz on Twitter @SolarSyz for more up-to-date infor-

mation on solar energy. Our suite of products for you is available
by request while our website is updated: shen@solarsyz.com Inter-

ested in more of Shen's posts on solar energv? Follow the author
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on Twitter @shenge86.
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2 THOUGHTS ON “DISADVANTAGES OF SOLAR"

Before installing solar panels in your home, it is important to
be educated on all parts of solar power. Thanks for sharing
this information!
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Thank you for your message, Lauren! How did you find our
blog by any chance? Also, are you an installer? We would
love to partner up with you.
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