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Duan Chengshi (AD803-863) in his book Various Stories of Youyang wrote: In the Tang Dynasty
there was a scholar endowed with profound literary talents who has studied for five years and because
of his admiration of Li Taibai' gave himself the name Li Chi. Though I've never met him, | can already
imagine his appearance: an elegant handsome gentleman. On one warm spring day, Li Chi and several
of his friends out of the city to have some fun. When they arrived at a countryside inn, they decided to
stop there to have lunch. After everyone took a seat, Li Chi got up to relieve himself. He left and never
came back but no one paid any attention. Suddenly, they hear a loud yell outside and everyone rushes
to the bathroom to find Li Chi with his head down feet up stuck right in the bucket of feces. This scene
startled everyone. Thankfully, there was someone who was going to use the bathroom, discovered Li Chi,
and then shouted. If someone had come later, the consequence is hard to imagine.....

Everyone rushed and pulled him out with a few buckets of cold water splashed on him right
away. Luckily, Li Chi was still breathing and quickly recovered with a few splashes. Someone thought
there might be a trickster hiding in the bathroom who purposely did this by throwing Li Chi into the
bucket head first. But Li Chi said that he fell into it himself. Thus, everyone there laughed and said that
he ought to be more careful. They let him join the rest of them at the table but they ignored one thing:
Li Chi is not a trained diver and doesn't have the natural instinct to place his head at the bottom so how
did he end up in that position when he lost his footing? Hence, | believe that he jumped in himself. Duan
Chengshi never explained why Li Chi was in the shit bucket but | feel that | can explain this matter.

Some people are by nature special and can’t be satisfied by a normal life. They want to have
certain extreme experiences, e.g. they may like to be tied up by others and get beaten up or verbally
abused. Each has one’s own liking and this really doesn't factor into the matter. Among them, there are
also people that want a golden shower, which is to spray urine and feces over one's head. This is really
an astounding hobby. | hear that in some clubs in New York and California, there are people with yellow
handkerchiefs in their pockets with half showing to indicate that they have this hobby. | believe Li Chi
had this hobby but he didn't want it to be poured over his head but rather he wanted to jump into it. To
describe this matter in any greater detail will be hard-pressed not to become disgusting so we only need
to understand what | mean by extreme experiences here.

These days are peaceful times but about thirty years ago?, China was in a chaotic uproar with
some people living in the midst of extreme experiences. | knew a few of these people which included a
teacher from school and some aunties and uncles® from the courtyard. None of them liked these
extreme experiences that they didn't ask for and so they committed suicide. They ended their suffering
through various devices with some jumping off buildings and others hanging themselves. Perhaps those
who caused all this havoc thought doing these things were rather interesting but | implore them to think
from the perspective of those who died. The dead are gone but they leave their friends only an endless
night....



Then | went into the countryside® and from traveling everywhere saw many similar such things.
For instance, at the village meetings, the party secretary always cried out "those rich in land go to the
front". After some discussion, they'll be called to stand up. There were many who were younger than |
but the village rules stated that even the children of the land rich were still called that. In such a small
village everyone knew each other. In front of everyone with their head down and butt up and forced to
be shamed in front of everyone, this has to be called an extreme experience. Of course, now no one
calls them the land rich anymore since we're now all societal members. Those who made the
distinctions are no longer alive but everyone still remembers those days of extreme experience. Though
they were dangerous times and quite exhilarating, | don't like them at all.

Nowadays, there are some young intellectuals who lives abroad and with their PhDs and green
cards will bring up the good things about those days. They'll use some story from some village but their
point remains the same: they want everyone to once again to go for acquiring daily morning instructions,
sending off nightly reports, and studying the three essays’. They further make an extravagant show of
summarizing experiences of how Mao Zedong's thoughts have given birth to a new people. When | hear
these words, | shiver with goose bumps and my whole spine tingles.

| have the thinking of the layman: to be full is better than to be starving, to be healthy is better
than to be sick, and to stand outside of shit is better than to jump into them. But some people don't
agree with this view, for instance, scholar Li Chi. After everyone has finished eating and was on their way
to the city they discovered that Li Chi was gone again. After hurrying back to search, they found that he
was once again planted head down into the shit bucket. This time was different from last time though
since when they pulled him out he wasn't breathing. Gentleman Li Chi's extreme experience thus ended
here; he played until he killed himself which is really too extreme and has no significant meaning
whatsoever. | believe that people shouldn't drown in urine but you know that's just what a layman
believes which is clearly different from Li Chi's point of view for when he died he had a happy smile on
his face. The only thing was that he just really stunk.

| as this layman have another belief which is that peaceful times are better than chaotic ones.
The difference between these two periods of time is greater than that of the difference between fresh
air and stinky urine. In these last some two decades we have lived in peace which is like breathing a bit
of fresh air. There's no reason for us to go back to the stinky urine. Since | am a Chinese citizen my wish
for my country is this: | wish peace will last here forever. Regardless of how the overseas scholars say
that | am but a mediocre failure and have lost the leftist's drive, | will not give up my view. Nowadays in
peace, | can read some books and write some articles which satisfy me. | definitely don't want to get
daily morning instructions and give nightly reports like those torturing days of the Cultural Revolution.

As far as those scholars overseas, | doubt that they want another Cultural Revolution; what they
want is the tense atmosphere of the extreme times. They definitely don't want America to have this
atmosphere since that's where they have their possessions and feel safe. They only want to create a
mess in China so that they can come and experience this atmosphere when they go there for summer
vacations. Then after a short trip they can go back to America and continue teaching there earning their
American money. This idea isn't bad but we don't agree. We don't have this desire for extreme



experiences and we don't want to be tortured like this. Those who really desire such experiences should
just follow Li Chi's example and stick their heads in the shit.

Notes:
Tang dynasty poet of great renown
2 Referring to the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976)

*Chinese society addresses people of your immediate upper generation unrelated to you as aunties and
uncles, an established form of respect from a younger generation

* Many young people from the cities left the cities to join the life and work of a rural community during
the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976)

> Three essays refer to three short essays written by Mao Zedong before the founding of the People's
Republic of China. They are respectively "Service for the People" (1944.09.08), "Remembering Bai
Qiuen" (1939.12.21), and "The Old Man Moves the Mountain" (1945.06.11).
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